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Important 

The purpose of this document is to set out the rules and guidance for safe flying at the Club sites and to provide other relevant information regarding the site layout, location and specific matters relevant to each of the sites.

This document forms part of the Club Rules and must be read and followed in conjunction with the Club Constitution and Club Rules and the BMFA Handbook.

Remember – YOU are responsible for ensuring that you read and understand ALL of the Club rules.  The Club rules apply to ALL members, without exception, and are there for reasons of Safety.  It is a condition of membership that members adhere to the Club rules.  The Club has disciplinary procedures which will be enforced as necessary to ensure that we can all safely enjoy our model flying.  

If you are unclear on anything then ask a Club Committee Member.
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1.     Common site rules 
1.1        ‘A SAFER FLYING FIELD AND YOU’
When you arrive at a flying field and before you start flying, we recommend that you take a few moments to consider the surroundings and the flights you will be making.
Think   S.W.E.E.T.S. 
S - Sun 
W - Wind 
E - Eventualities 
E - Emergencies 
T - Transmitter Control 
S - Site Rules 
Sun – Where is the sun in relation to where you will be flying? Will it affect your flight patterns? What actions will you take if you accidentally fly ‘through’ the sun? Should you be wearing sunglasses? Remember that low sun in winter can be a particular problem. 
Wind – Consider the wind strength and direction. How will this affect your flights? Will you have to modify your normal take-off and, especially, your landing patterns? From your local knowledge, will there be any turbulence with ‘this’ wind direction and strength? And how bad might it be? 
Eventualities – What will you do if you hear or see a full size aircraft or helicopter flying at low level near the field? What if the landing area is suddenly obstructed when you are on finals to land? What will you do if a nearby footpath or bridle path suddenly has walkers or horses on it? 
Emergencies – You may have an engine cut at any part of a flight so consider where your deadstick landings might be safely made and which ground areas you should definitely avoid. How will you warn other field users if you have an emergency?
Transmitter Control – Is the site pegboard in operation? If not, why not? Where has the pegboard been placed? Are you familiar with the system and understand how it works?
Site Rules – Are there any specific site rules you should be aware of? Most importantly, where are the no-fly zones or dead airspace areas on the site?
The answers to most of these questions are contained within these Site Rules, the Club Constitution and Club Rules and the BMFA Handbook, but you will be making the final decisions as to whether flights can be made safely. If conditions are poor or a site is unsuitable remember that a decision not to fly can be both valid and sensible. 
We would also recommend that you review the sections on the sun and wind throughout the day as they obviously change over time and this may affect some of the decisions you will be making. 
1.2
Safety

Laptops must not be used in the flightline/pits area, neither must any electrical equipment which transmits radiated power (Bluetooth, Wi-Fi etc). Laptops may be used in the car parking area.

Mobile phones must not be switched on at all in the flightline/pits area except for the specific purpose of calling the emergency services in the event of injury or illness, in which case all flying should be suspended for the duration of the call. 
It is not possible for the Safety Officer to always be at the field at every flying session. All members must be responsible for their own safety and that of the other people at the field. 

At each flying session, the most qualified or experienced flyer must take on the role of Safety Marshal who should help and advise the other members to operate and fly in a safe manner. 

If you see someone doing something that you think is unsafe then please bring it to their attention straight away. Explain the issue calmly; there is no need to be aggressive or panicked. If there is an immediate danger then shout and scream all you like!  You may also want to let the Safety Officer know.

If you are approached by another member saying you are being dangerous, listen to what they say and follow their advice for the rest of the flight. If you feel they are being unreasonable then explain why you feel this AFTER the flight. If either of you are not happy with the outcome please contact a committee member.

Safety really does matter; please remember that the safe enjoyment of many other people depends upon your sensible, responsible and safe behaviour at the Club’s flying site.

1.3
Transmitter Control

You must not operate your RC transmitter in the vicinity of the flying field 

until you have frequency clearance as set out below.

A PEGBOARD provides frequency control and the “PEG ON” system is used. 

Both odd and even 35 MHz channels can be used. 

All 35 MHz transmitters MUST carry an easily visible channel identification pennant:

For 35 MHz, an orange flag with minimum one inch height black or white numerals showing the channel number;

For 2.4 GHz, there is no requirement for a pennant, flag or ribbon.
If you are using 35 MHz you should have a peg (clothes peg or similar) that clearly displays your name and the channel number you are using. 

If you are using a 2.4 GHz TX then you must display a peg on the top edge of the pegboard with your name and the letters ‘SS’ written on it – SS is short for Spread Spectrum and is used on the peg to represent that 2.4GHz is being used.  For the purposes of the peg the letters SS are used to cover either spread spectrum technology or frequency hopping technology.

The pegboard is marked out for each 35 MHz channel and by clipping your peg to the appropriate slot you obtain clearance to use that channel. If a peg is already on the slot then someone else is using the channel and you can see who it is from the name on the peg. If they are flying then you must wait but if they are not flying then speak to them to see whether they have finished in which case ask them to remove their peg.

Only once you have your peg on the appropriate slot can you switch your transmitter on.

You should remove your peg from the board after you have finished and have switched your transmitter off. It is recommended that you clip the peg to your transmitter and the neck strap anchor is a good position as this will remind you to put it back on the board before you switch on again. 
Your peg should always be either in the appropriate slot on the board or stored on your transmitter. It should never be stored in any other place  e.g. on the top, bottom or rear of the pegboard. This will enable you, and others, to be aware of the location of your peg at all times. You are responsible for your peg; do not rely on someone else to place your peg on the board or remove it.
Please do not hesitate to ask any of the experienced members if you are in anyway unsure about this pegboard procedure.

Operational Notes

The first person to arrive should ALWAYS take on the task of getting the pegboard out.

As each person arrives a verbal check should be carried out so that all flyers are aware of the frequency channels that will be used. If another person is on the same channel as yourself then it is in your own interest to ensure that the other person is aware of this and is also adhering to this procedure.

You should assume that a new member will need to be made aware of the Peg Board procedure and you should check that they understand and that they are following it correctly.

Proper frequency control relies on using a peg displaying the pilot’s name and channel number. It is recommended that you keep a couple of spare pegs in your flightbox. Do not use a peg with someone else’s name on it or a blank peg; this could lead to confusion.  

DO NOT EVER SHARE A PEG WITH ANOTHER FLYER. 

Take extra care:

If you intend to use more than one transmitter, whether on the same or different channels;
If you have changed crystals or channel selection – ensure the new channel is available and that you change your peg before you turn on. 

If you are helping or teaching another flyer - Don’t assume they have put their peg on the board.

It is recommended that you do not attempt to bind an RX to TX at the field.

Always make certain you know which crystal is fitted in your transmitter before switching it on. 

If you use a synthesised transmitter module be absolutely sure that the channel selection switches are in the position you intend to use before switching on.  

Remember - Peg Board use is MANDATORY - don't forget! 
1.4   The Department of Environment Noise Code

ALL models should comply with the Noise Limits recommended by the Department of Environment as detailed in the BMFA Handbook which states that “No model should be operated which gives a noise level measurement at 7 metres of more than 82 dB(A).

The Club has Noise Measurement equipment which you should use if you are in unsure whether your model is within the limits recommended. Contact a Committee member if you wish to use the equipment.  Help with setting up and using the equipment can be arranged if required.
2.1
Flying Site Details
2.1.4
Site Requirements

All members and guests must sign the visitor’s log.

Cars must be parked on the hardcore area, not on the grass. Cars are parked at the owner’s risk.

Cars are not to be driven onto the runway.

Do not leave litter or items of any kind on the site and remove any that you find.

The strips of uncut grass down both sides of the runway and around most fields are part of the Countryside Stewardship Scheme.  Keep off these areas at all times.

Jet turbine powered models are not permitted at this site.
In line with BMFA recommendations, 27 MHz equipment is not recommend but may be used at this site.
No pets are allowed, whether belonging to members or their guests.
Vehicles used by Club members attending the Club’s flying field(s) shall carry, prominently displayed in the windscreen, the Club insignia, logo or transfer.
2.1.5
  Site Layout
Part of the full-size runway has been allocated for our takeoff and landing area.  
The section of the runway from the hangars to the brow of the hill is a taxiway and our area is located at the end of this as shown in the diagram below. 
Whilst flying, all pilots must stand together, away from the edge of the runway, in the Pilots Box, as shown below.
Except when taking off or recovering a model, this layout keeps the main runway clear. It also provides a good spacing between the pit area and the active runway. 
If necessary, cross wind take off/landing will have to be performed. When cross wind take off/landing  is necessary, pilots are encouraged to make full use of the diagonal width of the main runway.
If a Pilot is not able to take off/land cross wind then they should NOT fly. 
Cones are used to provide a physical barrier between the flying and pits areas. These cones must not be moved.

The areas reserved for the Countryside Stewardship Scheme, commonly known as the ‘Beetle Banks’, are identified in the diagram below 
On occasions when the pits are very busy, pilots are requested to make use of the unused area within the pits (shaded       ) to park their spare models, seats, visitors etc. 
Always recover your model from the runway immediately after landing and return to the pits area.

Models may be taxied on the main runway to align the model for takeoff or, after landing, to clear the runway. 
· DO NOT TAXY WITHIN THE PITS AREA -  all models must be either restrained, carried or, in the case of large models, held by the tail if being wheeled.
· DO NOT TAXY FROM THE PITS AREA TO THE MAIN RUNWAY - all models must be carried or, in the case of large models, held by the tail if being wheeled.
· DO NOT TAXY FROM THE MAIN RUNWAY TO THE PITS AREA - all models must be carried or, in the case of large models, held by the tail if being wheeled.

In all situations, pilots must ensure that full consideration is given to the BMFA recommendations for R/C Power Flying Site Layout and Flight Patterns.

2.1.6   Dead Airspace

As recommended by the BMFA you must not fly over the following areas at any time:


The in-use pit area


The in-use flight line


The car parking area


The taxiway (runway) between the car park and our area.

No over flying of the taxiway could make landing on our area difficult when the wind is from the east so if necessary, make use of the length of the runway and land further down to the east away from our area. It also means that you cannot fly in a “control line fashion” around yourself. All pilots present should agree on which area of sky to use and the circuit direction in which to fly.
2.1.7   Noise Sensitive Areas
The continued use of our flying sites is dependent on the acceptance and agreement of the people living close to the sites. 
Please use the information given below to familiarise yourself with the area around the Club site and identify landmarks that you can use when flying there.

Diagram taken out
To reduce noise reaching our neighbours, do not fly any IC engine powered or noisy aircraft outside of the red circle (1 Km diameter) shown in the diagram above. 

This should be considered the absolute maximum distance and most flying should be kept well within this circle. 

The solid black lines in the diagram are field boundaries and most can be identified as hedgerows from our flying area. 

2.1.8    Full Size Aircraft

The Flying Site is also used by full-size aircraft which may appear at any time.
Extra care will be needed when full size aircraft are using the field and the following are just some of the points you should look out for.

When walking around parked aircraft, be careful not to walk into any part of them.

Keep well clear of propellers at all times and if you hear a shout “clear prop” make sure you are not walking towards a prop that could be about to start.

Give taxiing aircraft as much room as possible. Use our extension of the runway to get well back out of the way.

Listen out for aircraft at all times. If their altitude or flight direction indicates that they may be landing, then land yourself and clear the runway. All members present should act as eyes and ears for those flying; don’t assume a pilot has seen an approaching aircraft.
If aircraft are there or land why you are there then speak to the pilots to find out when they intend to fly. You may be able to fly in between their flights but make sure they fully understand when you will be flying.

It is recommended that you do not fly when full size aircraft are taking off, landing or in circuit at the field. However, there may be occasions when you find yourself in the air with an aircraft landing. On no account should you try to land on the runway if there is the slightest chance that your model would be there at the same time as the full size. This is one example where it would be better to stay in the air but ensure that you are well away from the approaching aircraft at all times.  
If you are a novice and there is a competent flyer available, then you should consider letting him take control of your model. Each member will need to make their own decision on what to do in situations such as this and they may want to take advice from the Safety Marshal.

If you are in the air at the same time as a full-size aircraft then ensure that you fly at a different height, either well above or below it. Also ensure you are flying away from the aircraft at all times.

The use of the field by full size aircraft makes it vital that NOTHING is left on the runway, either accidentally or after a crash. If you spot something, pick it up and move it away, even if its not yours.
Please ensure everything is cleared from the runway.
2.1.9    Model Helicopters at the Flying Site
The Club does not permit fixed wing flying and helicopter flying at the same time at any of the Club’s flying sites.

When both fixed wing models and helicopters are present at a Club flying site, the first 15 minutes of each hour, on the hour, will be available, if required, for helicopter flying, as priority over fixed wing.  Fixed wing flying has priority during the remainder of each hour.

Any issues arising from the implementation of this rule should be raised with a Committee member as soon as possible.
The full size flying that takes place means the utmost attention must be paid to safety matters. 
The close proximity of the helicopter to the pilot whilst in flight may mean that a microlight or other full size plane passing overhead could be inaudible to the helicopter pilot. In addition, fixed wing flyers generally tend to be looking upwards whilst helicopter pilots tend to spend much time looking towards the ground, especially whilst hovering. Accordingly a landing microlight or other full size plane would be more difficult to spot when flying a helicopter.

 

There is a mandatory requirement for an Observer for all helicopter flying. Therefore, whilst helicopter flying is taking place there must be at least 2 (two) people present, - the Pilot plus an "Observer" who must be a fellow Club member aged 18 years or over, and who is Observing and NOT flying. The Observer MUST stand with the Pilot(s) in the Pilot’s Box.  The Pilot is fully responsible for adequately briefing their Observer. The Observer is someone whose job it is to advise the Pilot, based on their role as an extra pair of eyes, of the presence of any full size aircraft.  The responsibility for taking heed of the Observer's advice lies with the Pilot and deliberately not doing so will be a disciplinary matter. The responsibility for the safe management and flying of the aircraft will lie, as it does now, with the Pilot.  Flying is always the Pilot's responsibility, the Observer is there to observe and recommend. 
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